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The Sunshine Man

BY SCOTT DAVIS

about three by five inches, with

words to the effect of “Experi-
enced Farm Manager Seeking
Work.” And all it did was perma-
nently alter the hierarchy of Ameri-
can Thoroughbred breeding by
transforming Florida into a breeding
powerhouse.

The ad, placed by Maryland
horseman Elmer Heubeck, appeared
in the classified section of The Blood-
Horse in August 1945. Heubeck, a
1939 graduate of the University of

I t was a tiny ad, no bigger than

Elmer Heubeck,
one of Florida’s
Thoroughbred
pioneers, still casts
a long shadow

Maryland with a degree in animal
husbandry, had served five years as
the farm manager for C.E. Tuttle at
Caves Valley Farm, located in the
heart of breeding country in the Old
Line State. When Tuttle decided to
move his operation to Oregon,
Heubeck—with year-old son (Kerry)
and wife Harriet—chose not to
move. Instead he paid a price he re-
calls was “just pennies” to place the
ad that caught the attention of Carl
Rose, and the duo quickly proceeded
to place the Florida breeding indus-
try on the map.

But it was not without some reser-
vations that Heubeck left his home
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Elmer and Harriet Heubeck at their Quail Roost Il near Ocala, Fla. (continued on page 7080)
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Heubeck has built new barns and two training tracks at Quail Roost Il

(continued from page 7076)
for Ocala, Fla., the county seat of Marion
County. To that point, the few breeding
farms that existed in the state were on the
peninsula’s southern tip, near the race-
tracks. Rose had established the Ocala
area’s first Thoroughbred farm, Rosemere,
in 1936, but it seemed very little like what
Heubeck envisioned a breeding farm to be.
“It scared me,” he recalled with a grin. "It
was mostly barbed wire fencing and Mr.
Rose let all of the animals run around to-
gether; horses, pigs, chicken, sheep, cattle,
and hound dogs all together like Noah’s
Ark. It was really sandy and they had those
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weird bugs and the palm trees—it sure
didn’t look like horse country the way we
knew it!”

Still, Heubeck noticed the “land rolled
properly,” reminding him somewhat of
Eastern Maryland, and he quickly built
Rosemere into a high-power breeding oper-
ation. In addition to the physical improve-
ments on the property—wooden fencing
and horse barns primary among them—
Heubeck set out to improve the quality of
the horses which, up to that point, were
considered so inferior that Florida-breds
competing against open company would
receive a five-pound weight allowance.

SPECIAL COACH

Leading Money-Earning Sire in Alabama

Zafarrancho (Arg) - Volitant, by Distinctive Pro
* Stakes Winning Miler with career earnings of $449,942
* Won the $290,500 Jefferson Cup S. at Churchill Downs
* Multiple Graded Stakes-Placed on turf at Calder
e Family of Champion SUSAN’S GIRL ($1,251,668),
leading sire and G1SW COPELAN, efc.
Fee to select mares: $2,500

AARON THE HAT

First and Only Son of Glitterman to Stand in Alabama

Glitterman - Love Cut, by Cutlass
* Broke maiden while defeating older horses at first asking
e Stakes winner of $50,650
* Won races from é furlongs to 1 1/16 miles

Fee to select mares; $1,500
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“The horses didn’t have proper nutrition
and Mr. Rose didn’t want to spend a lot of
money buying horses,” said Heubeck, who
estimated the most money Rose ever spent
for a horse was $250. “He would wait until
the end of the meet in Tampa (then called
Sunshine Park) and buy mares that either
were taken by the feed man as payment for
bad bills, or ones that weren't going to be
shipped north.”

Rosemere stood stallions as well, but ini-
tially all were remount stallions, confiscat-
ed as bounty from the Germans during
World War II and granted to U.S. farms for
use. Though Heubeck recalled that Samu-
rai, the farm’s top stallion, was a top stakes
winner in Germany, he did not compare to
those offered by Central Kentucky breeding
operations. But with Rose’s stature as a
major player in land construction in the
state and a member of Florida’s Racing
Commission, Rosemere’s future as a com-
mercial breeder was secure.

Initially, all the farm’s offspring were
sold to Charles O’Neil, a liquor salesman
from Canada who partnered with Rose in
Rosemere. But within four years of his ar-
rival, Heubeck had established a pattern
that would become the foundation for
today’s 2-year-olds in training sales.

With Rose’s clout—"“He was the only one
who could get the stalls he needed at
Hialeah,” Heubeck said—Rosemere would
send its entire output of yearlings by van to
Hialeah. Numbering about 30 by the mid-
1950s, they would be accompanied by
Heubeck and depart Ocala in mid-Novem-
ber. Having been broken and trained on the
farm, the babies would invariably work a
fast three furlongs within days of their ar-
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